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- 


THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME. 
Society, 


WITH THE 


CONBTIPUTION OF THE SOCIETY, 
AND A. | 
LIST OF ITS OFFICERS; 
BY 
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CONSTITUTION. 


Articte [. This Society shall be called the American Baptist Home 

_ Mission Socrery. 

_ Arrtictr If. The great object of the Society shall be to promote the preaching 
of the gospel in North America. fas | 


Articte III. Any person may become a member of this Society by contri- 
buting annually to its fands; thirty dollars paid at one time shall constitute a 
member for life; one hundred dollars paid at one time shall constitute a director 
- for life; and any person ou paying asum, which, in addition to any previous 
. eontribution, shall amount to one hundred di llars, shall be a direetor for life: 
and any Baptist Church, or Association, or State Convention, or Missionary So- 
ciety that contributes annually to the objects of this Society, shall be entitled to 
be represented by one or more delegates, in-its annual. meetings. 


Articte 1V. The officers of this Society shall be a President, Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, a Corresponding Secretary, a Recording Sec- 
retary, and Fifty Directors, who shall be annually appointed by the Society. 


Articte V. The officers and Life Directors shall appoint an Executive 
Committee of thirt@en persons, (including the Treasurer; the Correspondin 
Secretary, and the Recording Secretary,) residing in the city of New-York an 
its vicinity, five of whom shall be a quorum at any meeting regularly convened. 
This Committee sha!l have power to appoint its own meetings, form its own 
rules of business, and fill any vacancies. which may oceur during the year, and 


convene special meetings of the Board and of the Society; shall appoint mis- _. 


~ gionaries, and instruct them as to the field and manner of their labours; shall dis- 
se of the funds for the objects of the ptnee (provided that all monies contri- 
uted for _ specific purpose shall be faithfully applied only to that particular 
object ;) shall create such agency or agencies for the appointment of missionaries 
‘and for other purposes, as the inter: sts of the Society may require; and shall 
make an annual report of their proceedings to the Society. All the Officers, 
Executive Committee, Agents and Missionaries of the Society shalt be members 
of some regular Baptist Church, in general union with the body of thut denomi- 
nation. 


Articte VI. The Treasurer shall give bonds to such amount as the Execu- 
tive Committee shall think proper. re 


ARTICLE VII. Any Baptist Missionary Society may become anche by 
agreeing to pay into the treasury of this Society the whole of its surplus funds, 
and sending to the Corresponding Secretary a copy of its Constitution and An- 


nual Reports, mentioning the names of its missionaries and the fields of their 
eperations. ~~ 


Articte VII}. Every Auxiliary Society, which shall agree to pay the whole 
of its funds to this Society; shall be entitled to a missionary or missionaries to 
labour in such field as it may designate, to an amgunt at least equal to that of its 
contributions: provided, such designation be made at the time of payment. 


Artictx IX. The officers of Auxiliary Societies shall be ex-officio Directors 


of this Society, and their members shall be members of this Society. | 


Articte X. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held at such time 
and place, as the Society shall determine at a previous annual meeting. 


Articte XI. No alteration of this Constitution shall be made, without an 
affirmative vote of two thirds of the members present atan annual meeting ; nor, 


unless the same shall have been proposed at a previous annual meeting, or re- 
commended by the Executive Committee. 
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ORIGIN AND ORGANIZATION 


AM. BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY, 
AM. | 


The spiritual destitution of many of the new states in the Union 
having been the subject of anxious consideration, to some individual 
_members of the Baptist denomination, in the vicinity of Boston, 

one of their number was solicited by the others to make a mission- 
ary tour to the west. The result of the observations thus made, 
was presented to the Baptist Missionary Society of Massachusetts. 

At a meeting of that body held in Boston, in the month of No- 
vember last, it was resolved, in view of the spiritual wants of our 
country, that measures should be taken to arouse the Baptist com- 
munity throughout the United States, to systematic and vigorous 
_efforts in the cause of Domestic Missions. The field to be assumed 
included the whole of the United States, but more especially the 
Valley of the Mississippi. ‘It was further resolved, that, for this — 
purpose, a general Home Mission Society ought to be formed, 
At the same time, a resolution was adopted, expressing it as the 
conviction of the meeting, that it was the duty of the Rev. Jonathan 
- Gomg, of Worcester, Mass., to relinquish his pastoral charge, 

and to devote himself to the interests of the proposed Soviety. 

As a deputation from the Baptist Missionary Society pf Massa- 
chusetts, the Rev. Dr. Sharp; and the Rev. Dr. Bolles, of Boston, 
and the Rev. Jonathan Going, visited the city of New-York, and 
held a conference with members of the Board of the New-York 
Baptist Missionary Society, and others of the denomination, who 
regarded with interest the spiritual needs of our country. In,this 
city, and also in Philadelphia, which was visited by a part of the | 
deputation, the(measures already taken and the further proceedings | 
which were proposed, received the sanction of the friends of 
Missionary effort in our churches. 

The degree of interest and favour, wherewith the design was met, 
together with other attendant circumstances, seemed clearly to in- 
dicate the will of Divine Providence, that the American Baptists 
should forthwith enter upon vigorous and united efforts, for the 

maintenance and enlargement of Domestic Missions. | 

To make arrangements for gaining with the utmbst prompti- 
tude and clearness, the sentiments of the denomination throughout 
the United States, a Provisional Executive Committee was elected 
in the city of New-York, and a Constitution drafted for the pro- 
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posed Society, subject, of course, to future revision. ‘The Commit- 
tee having been organized chose as officers, to act for the time in ~ 
advancing the proposed object, the Rev. Jonathan Going as the 
Corresponding Secretary; William Colgate, Esq. of New-York, 
as the Treasurer, and William R. Williams, of the same city, as 
the Recording Secretary. A Committee were instructed at the 
same time, to issue a (circular, stating the designs of the proposed 
institution, containing also the draft of a Constitution; and invit- 
ing the attendance of members of the denomination from all parts 
of the Union, at a Convention to be held in the Mulberry-street — 
Baptist Meeting House, in the city of New-York, on the 27th of 
April, 1832, for the purpose of giving to the Society a formal organi- 
zation. The circular accordingly prepared was published in seve- 
ral of the newspapers conducted by members of the denomination. 
On the day above mentioned, (the Baptist General Convention. 
for Foreign Missions, which was in-session in the same city at the 
time, adjourning to allow the attendance of its members upon 
this meeting,) there was a numerous attendance of ministers and 
other brethren at the place before designated; comprising indi- 
viduals from fourteen of the States and one of the Territories of 
the Union. 


MINUTES OF THE CONVENTION. 


Ata Convention of ministers and other members of the Baptist 
denomination, from the different parts of the United States, held in 
the Meeting House of the Mulberry-street Baptist Church, in the: 
city of New-York, on Friday the 27th of April, 1832, pursuant te. 
invitation publicly given. 

After prayer by the Rev. James D. Knowles, of Mass., the 
Convention was organized by electing the Hon. Thomas Stocks, 
of Georgia, as Chairman, the Rev. Nathaniel Kendrick, D. D. of 
‘New-York, Secretary, and W. R. Williams, of New-York, Assist- 
ant Secretary of the meeting. | | eh 

The Rev. Jonathan Going read the Circular which contained 
the call of the meeting, and comprising also a sketch of the pur- 
poses of the society and the draft of a constitution. _ 

On motion of the Rev. 8. H. Cone, of New-York, seconded by 
the Rev. A. Maclay, of New-York, it was unanimously resolved: 

That it is expedient to form an American Baptist Home Mission 
Society. | | 

_ The constitution having been read and considered, article by ar- 
ticle, was, after discussion, and with some amendments, unani- 
mously adopted. | | 

Rey. S. H. Cone, and Thomas Stokes, Esq. of New-York, Rev. 
James D. Knowles, and Hon. Heman Lincoln, of Mass. and Rev. 
_ Elon Galusha, of New-York, were appointed by the chairman, 

as a committee to nominate a list of officers for the ensuiing year. 

The ‘following persons were on nomination of said committee, 
subsequently elected the officers of the society : <a 
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LIST OF OFFICERS. 


PRESIDENT, 


Hemay Linco 


tn, of Massachusetts. 


VICE PRESIDENTS. 


Richardson, of Maine. 


rt Rogers, Esq. of R. I. 
Albert Day, Esq. of Conn. 
Friend Humphrey, Esq. of New-York. 
Hon. Jehu Patterson, of New-Jersey. 
Levi Garret, Esq. of Penn. 

‘Thomas Baldwin, Esq. of Del. 

_ William Crane, Esq. of Virginia. — 
John Van Buskirk, Esq. of Kentucky. 
Hon. Francis Dunlavey, of Ohio. 
Hon. Jesse L. Holman, of Ind. 


Dr. B. F. Edwards, of Ill. 
Rev. Jeremiah Vardeman, of Missouri. 
L. D. Ring, Esq. of 'Tenn. ys 
Gen. Edward D. King, of Alabama. 
Dr. M. Cunningham, of A. 
Hon. Thomas Stocks, of Georgia. 
Hon. Mr. Griffin, of 8. C. 
Rev. Thomas Hooper, ProfeSsor in 
University of N. C. 
Enoch Reynolds, Esq. of D. @. 
Hon. Caleb Eldred, of MichigarTer. 
'homas Stokes, Esq. of New-York. 
Rev. James Lemen, of Illinois. 
Paulding, Esq. of Louisiana. 


‘the 


_ DIRECTORS. 


"Rev. Jeremiah Chaplin, D. D. Presi- Rev. John Booth, of Michigan Ter. 


dent of Waterville College, Me. 
Benjamin F. Farnsworth, Prof. in 


Lit. & Theo. Inst. N. H. 
Daniel Sharp, D. D. of Mass. 
Hadley Proctor, of Vermont. 


Francis Wayland, jr. D. D. Pres. 


of Brown University, R. 1. 
Elisha Cushman, of Conn. 


Daniel Dodge, of New-Jersey. 
W.T. Brantley, D. D. of Penn. 
P. Peckworth, of Delaware. 

John Healy, of Maryland. 

John Kerr, of Virginia. 

S. M.-Noel, D. D. of Kentucky. 
George C. Sedgwick, of Ohio. 
Rice McCoy, of Indiana. 
Hubbell Loomis, of Illinois. 


Thomas P Green, of Missouri. — 


Garner McComico, of Tennessee 

Dr. Cooper, of Mississippi. 

Alva 
University of Alabama. 

Jesse Mercer, of Georgia. 

Basil Manly, of S Carolina. 


Stephen Chapin, D. D. Pres. o 


olumbian Col. D. of Columbia. _ 
William Colgate, Esq. of N ew-York— Treasurer. 
Garret N. Bleecker, Esq. of New-York— Auditor. ; | 
Rev. Jonathan Going, of Massachusetts— Corresponding Secretary. | 


N. Kendrick, D. D., N. Y. Prin. 
of Lit. & Theo. Inst. at Hamil. 


oods, D. D. Pres. of the 


ou 
Thomas Meredith, Py N. Carolina. 


John Stanford, D. D. of N. York. 


Archibald Maclay, do \ 
Spencer H. Cone, do 
Charles G. Sommers, do 
Bartholomew T.. Welch, do 
C.C. P. Crosby, do 
Duncan Dunbar, do 


Gustavus F. Davis,of Conn. | 
J. O. Choules, of Rhode Island, 
‘Lucius Bolles, D. D. of Mass. 
Aaron Leland, of Vermont. 
Greenleaf S. Webb, of N. Jersey, 
John L. Dagg, of Pennsylvania. 
David Jones, do 
O. C. Comstock, of New York. 
Elon Galusha, 
John Peck. do 
Obadiah B. Brown, of D. C. 
Andrew Broaddus of Virginia. . 

_ Chase, of Mass., Professorin  - 
Lit. & Theol. Inst. at Newton,. 
Mass. 

Wm. B. Johnson, of S. Carolina. 

‘Solamon Peck, of Mass., Prof. in 
. Athherst College, Mass. 

John N. Peck, of Illinois. | 

Samuel L. Lynd, of Ohio. 

Joel S. Bacon, of Kentucky, Pres. 
of Georgetown Col. Kentucky. 


f 


ee 


William R. Williams, of New-York—Recording Secretary. 


termined 
city of. 


At a meeting of the Society, on the Jst of May, 1832, it was de- 
hold the first annual meeting of the Society, in the _ 
York, in the Meeting House of the Mulberry ns gm 


Baptist Church, on the Wednesday immediately preceding the 


2d Thursday in May, 1833, q 4 P.M. 


44 


~ 


Gen, Alited 
Philip Brqwn, of N. H. 
on. George N. Briggs, of Mass. 
. N. H. Bottom, of Vermont. 
\ il 
7 
| 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE? 
At a meeting of the Officers of the Society, held on Tuesday, 
~ May Ist, 1832, in the Oliver street Baptist Meeting House, the 
following persons were appointed as the Executive Committee, for 


Rev. Archibald Maclay, Mr. Charles L. Roberts, 

Spencer H. Cone, Nathan Caswell, 

Charles G. Sommers, William Winterton, 

Duncan Dunbar, Timothy R. Green, Esq. 

C.C.P. Crosby, Mr. George W. Houghton. 


Rev. Jonathan Going Corresponding Secretary of the Society. 
William Colgate, Esq. Treasurer. 3 | 
William R. Williams, Recording Secretary. | 


SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND 
PLAN OF OPERATIONS. 


At the meetings of the Executive Committee, since their appoint- 
ment, which have been frequent, a plan of operations has been pro- 
posed by the Corresponding Secretary, in pursuance of a request to 
that effect from the Executive Committee; and has by them been 
adopted. 

The following are its outlines: — 


PLAN OF OPERATIONS. 


I. It should be a primary objeot with the committee, to obtain and 
disseminate information, respecting the actual moral condition of 
the country; particularly, as to that of the Valley of the Missis- 
sippi, and more especially within the Baptist denomination. 

The means suggested for effecting thisare, = 

1. Correspondence with men of intelligence and piety. _ 

2. The procurement of minutes, and reports of State Conven- 
tions, or other religious bodies, and all documents containing reli- 
gious statistics. | | 
~ 3. Public addresses by the Corresponding Secretary and other 

agents and missionaries ofthe society. | 
_ 4, Through the,press by frequent publications in the periodicals 

under the charge of the denomination. ae 2 

II. Measures should be adopted to excite the entire Baptist com- 
munity to systematic, liberal and vigorous action, in efforts to me- 
liorate the moral condition of the country, and to advance the spi- 
ritual prosperity of our denomination. 

The numbers, intelligence, influenceand wealth of our denomi- 
nation allow, our duty and interest demand such increased action. 
The improvement of the churches at home, while it would preserve 
them from retrogradation and decay, would greatly enlarge our 
ability to aid in this and every-ether enterprise of religious charity. 

III]. The grand purpose of our\organization should be steadily 
regarded,—the preaching of the gospel to every creature im our 
country. 

Of the regular ministration of the gospel of life and salvation, 
a large portion of the people in the United States are destitute. 
Other denominations of Christians are making noble and success- 
ful efforts; and we rejoice in their success, as far as they publish 
the great truths of the gospel. But the field is not less wide than 
it is “ripe already to harvest,” the reapers are few and there is no 
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reason to fear collision in so large a space of unevangelized terri- ag a 
. ° tory. Many churches in the Atlantic states are without pastors, =~ Wa 
and there are in that region, promising fields of labour, as yet want- ~ a 
° ing alike churches and pastors. But the chief attention of the ~ 
ciety at the present period, should undoubtedly be directed to the . 
Valley ofthe West. 
For its supply provision may be made— 
1. By employing ministers of suitable qualifications, who may 
be found now resident there, but who from the nécessity of pursu- 
ing some secular avocation, do not as yet give themselves wholly 
to the work of the ministry. | 
2. By fixing from among our younger ministers, men of piety 
and talent, and who have enjoyed the advantages of education, in 
the cities and villages of the West; having a regard to the influ- 
ence which each position may exercise, from its local advantages, 
commercial or literary, over the cause of religion and education in 
the surrounding country. | 

3. By encouraging experienced and #influential ministers, of 
more advanced years, who may wish to emigrate from the Atlantic 
States westward; and furnishing information and advice as to the 
most promising situations for\extensive and lasting usefulness. A 
more equal distribution of th& ministerial gifts vouchsafed to the 
ohurch by its great Head should thus be sought. At present the 
same amount of members of Baptist Qhurches have on the two si 
of the Allegany a very different ratio 

4. By establishing as soon as may be, an agency or agencies 
in each state and territory. These, alike, in diffusing and gather- 
ing intelligence, in their influence upon the churches, ministers 
and missionaries of theif several states or territories, and in the 
collection of funds, would, if wisely selected, prove the most efficient 

and economical instrumentality that could be employed. 

5. By encouraging the reciprocal and friendly intercourse of the 
Western and Eastern Baptists, in the occasional visits of minister- 
ing brethren from theone to the other region of country. 

IV. A large amotnt of Funds is obviously needed, among the 
indispensable means of our enterprise. ea 

These should be sought in the following modes: 

1. Through the medium-of State Conventions and other local in- 
stitutions for the support of Home Missions, +whose resources 
together with those of this society, might be increased by the co- 
operation of the agents,.or by employing a common agent. 

2. The corgponing where necessary, should be formed. 


3. The corrasponding secretary will be called to travel as exten- 
sively, as his other duties will permit, and to solicit collections. 

4. The employment of other agents, temporary or permanent, will 
be required. | 

5. Churches may be requested to contribute by constituting 
their pastors life-directors or life embers of thissociety. 

6. Further efforts may be made in churches by personal appli- 
cation to each member, on the principle of our auxiliary associa- 
tions, or otherwise, to procure annual contributions to our funds. 

7. Ministers might also, once in each year, commend the object 
to their people, delivering a discourse on the claims of the society. 
_, 8. Churches and congregations, benefited by aid fram this society 
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in supporting their pastor, may be stimulated to assist us, as God 
shall prosper them, as well by assuming at an early period the 
whole burden of supporting the ministry among themselves, as by 
contributing for the extension of similar benefits to other and more 
destitute neighbourhoods. 


: PROSPECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 


Several missionaries have already been appointed, and it is in- 
tended to make other appointments, without delay, as soon as per- 
sons shall found possessing the qualifications requisite for mis- 
sionary usefulness. 

The amount of funds already received or subscribed, exceeds 
that which might have been anticipated, were regard had oply to 
the recent date at which the society was formed. As far indeed 
as the object has been made known, and public sentiment has been 
elicited, the society would seem to have commended itself alike to 
the judgment and the affections of the brethren composing our 
churches. | 

The promises of God, and the openings of his providence, en- 
courage us to expect great things; duty requires to attempt great — 
things; wisely shaping and vigorously executing our plans of la- 
bour, it behooves us, in the might of faith and in the constant in- 
vocation of that blessing which alone can either create or uphold 
‘prosperity, to endeavour to accomplish great things. 

With feelings of this kind, the following resolution was, at a 
meeting of the Executive Committee, held on the 18th May, 1882, 
unanimously adopted, on motion of the Rev. Charles G. Sommers, 
seconded by the Rev. Spencer H. Cone. ; ; 

Resolved, That in view of the wants of owr country and the con- 
~ sequent duties of our denomination, and in the fear of God and in 
dependence on His aid, this committee will endeavour to raise dwr- 
ing this year, at least, the swum of Ten Thousand Dollars, to be ex- 
pended in Domestic Missions. | | | 


AUXILIARIES. | 


__ It has never been designed that the society should narrow or em- 
barrass the operations of the: State Conventions and other societies, 
less extended in the range of their exertions, now labouring in the 
field of Home Missions. It was hoped that it might rather enve- 
lope and unite them, giving greater harmony of effort and greater — 
efficiency, and preventing alike, the embarrassing interference and 
collision of two societies ia the same sphere of labour, and the neg- 
lect of those regions, which, though greatly destitute, were without 
the purview of any existing institution. ia 

“One leading object inthe establishment of the society has been 
to combine in one sacred brotherhood, all the friends of Domes- 
tic Missions, among our denomination, throughout the United 
States.” Itis designed to encourage efficiently all local efforts for 
supplying the destitute with the preaching of the gospel; and not 
in the Teast degree to interfere with or disturb them. “The denomi- - 
nation,” as was remarked in the circular issued by the Provisional 
Executive Committee, “has always suffered from the want of 
some bond of union, obviously proper among those who hold ‘one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism.’ Home Missions present the least 
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objectionable basis for such an union; and it is hoped, that, at no 
‘distant period, one spirit may animate the thousands of our Israel, in 


efforts for their common interest,-and in the noblest labours of love | 


for the good of souls ready to perish,” | ‘: 
To effect the most simple and successful co-operation, it has been 
thought advisable to prepare and recommend two plans to be adopted 


in attaching to this society and in organizing auxiliary institutions ; 


the one for those larger societies, whose labours cover an extended 
region, and who are themselves surrounded and upheld by their 
auxiliaries; the other for the minor institutions, which it would 
be desirable to form within the limits of the larger, and comprising 


the male or the female members of a particular church, or both, — 


or the inhabitants of a particular town or county, and whose la- 
bours would be directed rather to the accumulation than the dis- 
bursement of missionary funds. 

To those who feel it, therefore, alike an obligation and a privi- 
lege to aid in this design for enlarging and establishing the king- 
dom of the Redeemer, the Executive Committee would recommend 
the following form ofa constitution for the formation of the larger 
auxiliary societies, and the stipulations which will attach them or 
the institutions already existing to this society, as also the accom- 
panying form of rules for the lesser auxiliary associations. 


FORM OF CONSTITUTION 
Recommended for the adoption of Auxiliaky Societies. — 
Art. I.—This Society shall be known by the name of the Baptist Domestic 


Missionary Society of _ , and shall be Auxiliary to the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society. 


Arr. I1.—This Society shall be composed of such individuals as shall contri-- 


bute annually to its rite, Resale with the members of the several Auxiliary 
Societies for Home Missions within its limits. | : 

Art. IIl.—The officers of the Society shall be a President, Vice-President, 
a Treasurer, and a Secretary, to be chosen at the Annual Meeting,, These offi- 
cers, together with at least one person from each of its several Auxiliaries, shall 
constitute a Board of Directors, of whom five shall be a quorum at any meeting 
regularly convened. | 


Art. [V.—It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to meet at the call of 


the President. ‘They shall be anthorised to appoint an Executive Committee, 
who shall adopt the most energetic measures in their power for the accomplish- 
ment of the objects of the Society, by collecting funds, Secneniietting intelligence, 
sending a deputation to all the annual meetings of their own Auxiliaries and of 
the Parent Society, and generally using all suitable means to excite and maintain 
an interest in the cause of Home Missions. © 
_ Art. V.—The annual receipts of the Society, after defraying incidental ex- 
penses, shall be paid over to the Treasurer of the Parent Society, with direc- 
tions as to the section of country in which it shall be expended in missionary 
labours, should the Executive Committee deem it important to give such direc- 
tions. 

Art. VI.—The Society shall meet as often as called by the Directors, and 
annually, on the of March, when the officers shall be elected ; the 


accounts of the Treasurer, Properly audited, shall be presented, and the annual — 


report of the Executive Committee received, and at which meeting this Constj- . 
tution may be amended by a vote of two thirds of the members present. | 


Ant VIL—A copy of the Constitution, authenticated by the Secretary, to- 


gether with the names and the residences of the offjters annually elected, and 
_ also a copy of each annual report shall be transmitted to the Corresponding Secre- 
of the American Baptist Home Mission Society. 
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| STIPULATIONS 
Between the American Baptist Home Mission Society and its 
Auxiliaries. 
is the desire of the American Baptist Home Mission Society, in the kaa.) 
cation its great object of promoting the dissemination of the gospel in North 
Amefica, not to supersede or to embarrass the operutions of local societies, but 


on the contrary to strengthen and stimulate them, giving to their labours greater 
facility and larger extension. To secure this object, they propose.to the local and 


‘more limited Institutions a friendly correspondence and co-operation upon the 


following principles. 

1. That each local society become auxiliary to ‘this society, according to the 
8th article of its constitution, by agreeing to place at the disposal of its Execative 
Committee, the whole of their income after defraying incidental expenses: Pro- 
vided, however, that the whole, or any part of such income, that may have been 
reported to this society as subject to its order, be allowed to remain in the treasury 
of the auxiliary, if requested by their Board of Direction, for the payment of mis- 
sionaries and agents as hereinafter stipulated. " 

2. This society shall allow the auxiliary the right to appoint, direct, and pay 
missionaries within their specified limits, to any amount not exceeding such income, 
so reported to be subject to the order of the Executive Committee of this society: 
Provided, that the appointment of missionaries by such auxiliary shall be in the 
manner following, viz: A sufficient number of blank commissions shall be fur- 
nished to the auxiliary, signed by the chairman of the Executive Committee and 
the Corresponding Secretary of the Society, which shall be filled and counter- , 
signed by the proper officers of the auxiliary, and issued on their responsibility. - 

3. When the auxiliary shall report the income or receipts of the same to the 
Executive Committee of the Parent Society, with the request above mentioned, 
the committee. shall direct the ‘Treasurer to issue an order to the directors of the. 
auxiliary to retain such sum for the payment of missionaries appointed and com- 


-missioned as above. 


4. Should appropriations, beyond the income or receipts of an auxiliary be 
needed within their limits, they may be made directly by this society, or a speci- 


_ fied sum may be committed to the auxiliary for the purpose. 


5. Auxiliaries shall be governed in their appropriations by the same general 
principles which govern the appropriations of this society. 

6. Agents for the collection of funds may be appointed by the Executive Com- _ 
mittee of this Society, with the recommendation or consent of the auxiliary; and 
all agents so appointed, shall report the amount of their collections both to this — 
society and to the auxiliary ; and such agents shall receive their compensation from 
the auxiliary or this society, or both, in such proportions as shall be agreed on. 

7. When societies become auxiliary according to the 7th article of the const itu- 
tion of this society, a definite arrangement, where practicable, shall be made be- - 
tween this society and such auxiliary, as to the amount or proportion of the 
‘Income or receipts which each shall receive. . i 


{> It is understood that the Executive Committee of the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society engage to perform the above stipulations with auxilia 


_ societies: Provided, that the limi's of such auxiliary societies be such as in their 


opinion, will facilitate the operations of this society; and provided also, that such 
arrangement shall not be so construed as to debar this society from the liberty of 
co-operating, in the same manner, if desired, with any local society within the 
limits of an auxiliary, ap independently of such auxiliary. | 


between the American Baptist Home Mission Society and the 


Be it remembered, that the above stipulations were made and agreed to by and 
In witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names. | 


RULES 


Baptist Missionary Association, Auxiliary tot » Ameri 
Society, [or to the ( Awziliary) Baptist Domestic Missionary Society of 


| 
F 
| : 
Cor. Sec. of A. B. H. M. S. | 
“Por the management of Auxiliary Associations in support of Home 
Missions. 
Female] 
- e Mission 
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2. Any person contributing annually to the funds shall be a member. — | 

3. *The affairs of the Association shall be conducted by a First and Second - 
Director, [or Directress, ] a Secretary, a Treasurer and’ Collectors, 
who shall be chosen annually, and together shall constitute a committee. = 

. The committee shall meet at least once in three months, appoint Assistant 
Collectors, and take every other mode to advance the interests of the Association. _ 

5. The First Director For Directress,] and in case of his [or her] absence, the 
Second Director [or Directress] shall preside in all meetings of the Association, 
and have power to call special meetings. 

The Secretary shall have charge of the records and correspondence. 

The Treasurer shal] take charge of the funds collected, and after deducting all_ 
incidental expenses, pay the residue to the American Baptist Home Mission So- 
ciety, [or to the (Auziliary) Baptist Domestic Missionary Society of 

The Collectors shall solicit and receive contributions, making for the purpose a 
suitable division of their labours, calling on the individuals within their several 
- limits, taking the names of persons disposed to contribute, and their subscriptions, 

and shall, previous to the annual meeting, pay in the amount of their collections 

to the Treasurer. 

6. The Association shall meet annually, onthe second Monday in March of each 
year, when the annual report shall be read and officers elected for the ensuing 
year; at which time also hte rules may be altered by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members present. 

_7. The annual-report of this Association, shall be transmitted by the Secretary 

to the Corresponding Secretary of the American Baptist Home Mission Society, 

[or the ( Auzxiliary) Baptist Domestic Missionary Society of __ oe 

immediately after the’annual meeting of the Association. 


PURPOSE OF STIPULATIONS. | 


In the preparation of the above forms, and indeed, in most.of the 
details of their plans, this society have felt themselves not only au- 
thorised but required to avail themselves freely of the fruits of the 
wisdom and experience of their brethren in other denominations, 
who have preceded them in the same extended field of labour. The — 
blessing-which has rested upon their exertions, forms alike a high 
a to hope, and a powerful incentive to christian emu- 

ation. 
In presenting the form of stipulations, which will constitute the 
guiding and uniting tie between this society and the larger auxil- 
laries, we cannot withhold the statement of purposes and arguments, 
‘with ywhich the brethren, to whom allusion has been -made, have 
commended a similar form to the adoptiori’of their own churches. © 
- These present a simplicity and a power of motive which belong to 
no one sect or party, but appeal alike to the common reason and the 
common faith of the whole brotherhood of evangelical christians. 
These considerations, as adduced by them, and as applicable to our 
society, are | 

_ “1, Wherever these stipulations are adopted, they will bring the 
influence of the parent society to act on its auxiliaries in the matter _ 
of raising funds, and thus a principle distinctly avowed in the for- | 
mation of the society, will be most securely guarded, viz: That it was - 
tntended to encourage efficiently all local efforts for supplying to the | 
destitute the preaching of the gospel, without theleast degree of inter- | 
ference with them. On this plan, the agent of each auxiliary will ae 


* 


* Where a church is disposed to resolve itself into an auxiliary association, the api ’ 
articlemay be thusmodified: = 
_ “ The affairs of this Association shall be conducted by the officers of this church; = | 
such officers shall from among themselves or the othermembers ofthe church,an- , . . ! 
nually appoint a First and Second Director, a. Secretary, a Treasurer and ; - | | 
Collectors, who shall together constitute a committee.” 
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also be the agent of the parent society, and by aiming to be con- 
stantly advised of the operations and necessities of the latter, will 
be able, to acquaint each congregation which he may address, with 
what the whole country is doing; “and the influence of example 
will be fully felt, while the great national object, by being present- 
ed as one and undivided, will assume an importance as much su- 
perior to that exhibited by the separate claims of a local society, as 
the wants of the nation are more extensive than those of a single 
state or county; and it is found that when facts are presented as the 
ground of appeal, christians and patriots are disposed to contribute | 
in proportion to the magnitude of the work, to be accomplished by 
their beneficence. In this way the resources of each local society 
may be greatly increasedby a connexion with the national insti- 
tution. 

“2. By these stipulations, each’ auxiliary society is left to the 
independent and unembarrassed exercise of all its rights, in the bu- 
siness of appropriating its own funds to the relief of the needy 
within its limits, while it secures to itself the additional opportu- 
nity of counselling in the application, of other appropriations made 
by the parent society within the same bounds. And this is an ad- 
vantage which ,will be very gladly yielded tolocal societies, whose 
knowledge of the work to be done in their own limits, is in all cases, - 
much more minute and particular than can be possessed through 
the medium of correspondence with the parent society. _ 

- “3. These stipulations, wherever they shall be adopted, will put 
it out of the power ofthe parent institution to contravene the wishes 
of those whose business it is to manage the affairs, and guard the 
purity of the churches in the different sections of our country. 
‘Where appropriations beyond an amount contributed by the auxil- 
iary are needed in the district of that auxiliary, the’parent Society 
_ will of course find it alike convenient and necessary to consult the 
- wishes and avail itself of the counsels of its own auxiliary. 

“The general Society thus claims to be but the servant of churches. 
It pretends to no ecclesiastical authority. _ It interferes not with the 
discipline or the peculiar views of doctrine, of any of our churches. 
The society has no charter and no funded property. It has its being 
only in the confidence and co-operation of the christian public ; 
and should it ever, through unfaithfulness to its trust, cease to de-- 
serve these, its auxiliaries may withdraw their aid and the society 

“4, The effect of the whole plan, should it be universally acted 
upon by the churches, will secure the following advantages: 

“Jt will prevent the interference and conflicting action of a num- 
ber of independent societies, occupying portions of the same field, 
without concert of views and without harmony of feeling. The 
state conventions and other local societies, will be led to supply in 
the first instance their own destitute; while the general society, — 
gathering strength from the resources of its auxiliaries, will be the 
_ servant of all, in conveying their surplus charities to the new and 
increasing fields of desolation in our frontier settlements. For this 
service the parent society sustained by the co-operation here recom- 
mended, will possess peculiar advantages. Its office will be the 
centre of intelligence on the subject of Home Missions, and the me- 
dium through which the numerous local societies may commiuni- 
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cate with each other. And what gives life and energy to this 
whole system, is that the parent society thus sustained, is enabled 
to employ permanent officers, and thus to be in effect, constantly iw 
session. This is an advantage to which no local society can aspire; 
but which is indispensable to the prompt and successful prosecu- 
tion of missions, over a field so extensive and diversified, as yet re- 
mains to be occupied by christian zeal in this country. 

«This plan is also suited to produce a uniformity of operation, 
and the missionaries of the auxiliaries being also the misstonaries of 
the parent society, will be reported as such in an annual alphabeti- 
cal list, with the appropriate designation of the local society which 
sustains them. Thus the influence of each auxiliary will be em- 
bodied, and an annual report presented which will embrace the 
doings of all; and the local societies will no longer be regarded us 
rivals of each other, but as fellow labourers in the same field, and 
their missionaries as all belonging to the same family.” 


& 


ADDRESS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
TI 
To the Baptist Churches of the United States. 


Tue spirit of the Gospel is a spirit of missionary zeal. When 
the Church obtained from the Saviour, the promise of his con- 
tinued presence “ unto the end of the world,’”’ she received also the 
injunction to go forth, and preach “among all nations,” in His 
name, “repentance and the remission of sins’’ No lapse of time 
has weakened the promise, or can avail to abrogate the command- 
ment, which, from the beginning, accompanied and guarded it.. 

If we inquire, to what extent the churches of Christ in the 
most favoured lands are now fulfilling this solemn requisition, we 
find occasion for sorrow, and a call alike to immediate reformation 
and toextensive action. In this country, whose Zion has, during 
the past year, been so abundantly watered“with the outpoured Spirit 
from on high, it were an easy task to show, in the vicinity of neigh- 
bourhoods the most highly evangelized, others, over which the rays 
of truth seem to have shot; passing onward to illumine more dis- 
tant regions, but leaving in these an unbroken darkness. In the. 
West, the wide range of territory, which has become familiarly 
known to us by the appellation of the Great Valley of the Missis- 
sippi, presents a population active and enterprising ; possessing in 
a remarkable degree the elements of ardent and energetic charac- 
ter, claiming and gaining, each day, a higher influence; but 
lamentably destitute of the frequent and faithful preaching of that 
Gospel which can alone bestow on the energy of individuals or 
communities a wise direction and a happy issue. Saiki 

This wide space already counts, within its bounds, one third of 
_ the population of our union ; and its teeming soil will, probably, in 
a few years, sustain the majority of our nation. Were it given 
over to ignorance, to the mere absence of the truth, it were no ordi- 
nary evil. Ignorance, even when uncultivated, never yet proved 
itself a barren soil. With us, it has not been left to the want of all 

culture, to its own native and rank growth of evil, but the apostles 
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-of skepticism and atheism, and the emissaries of the Man of Sin 
have laboured to sow over the vacant field their own bitter and poi- 
sonous seed. The Christian communities, which, in many por- 
tions of this territory, withstand or tamely witness these labours, 
. are, all of them, embarrassed by the general neglect of early edu- 
cation, and of some, little can be hoped, distracted as they are with 
minute and endless schisms, in some parts infected with heresy, 
and in others paralyzed by a self-complacent indolence. Did we 
~ estimate the wanis of this great valley, merely as patriots, calcu- 
lating its future destinies, and auguring its immense influence, 
capability and power, we might rest here. But, as Christians, we ~ 
look to the four millions of immortal spirits which tenant this 
. .. region; many of them entirely destitute of the knowledge of the 
Gospel, and others of them receiving, but some distorted heresy or__- 
cunningly devised fable, which has usurped the name and is scan- 
dalizing the profession of Christianity ; we see these training up a 
- new generation, that, to increased numbers and augmented wealth 
and power, will add no correspondent increase of religious know- 
ledge; and we feel that the full extent of the evil has not yet been 
developed. | | | 
Every tie which we have resognised, as binding us to seek the 
salvation of the heathen in foreign lands, attaches us with yet 
greater strength and closeness to these our compatriots. Their 
nearness and the ease of access, the community of language, of 
institutions, of customs, and of government, afford to us advan- 
tages for the dissemination of the Gospel at home, in this territory, 
such as no other people under Heaven enjoy, and such as perhaps, 
were never before possessed by the churches of any age or land. 
The Baptists, as a denomination, wield, at this moment, an im- 
mense amount of influence over this large and most important _ 
region, - In this field their range of moral power equals, if it does 
not exceed, that committed to any other of the various divisions of 
the Christian host. Our churches class among their hearers, at 
least, one sixth of the population of this far spreading territory. 
Nominally or really, this vast number of immortal spirits is already, 
more or less, under the influence of those who are designated as 
Baptist preachers. From circumstances, to which it were needless 
to refer, ministers of our sentiments find less resistance from public 
opinion, and meet less the collision of inherited prejudices, than 
other evangel!cal denominations, who may go thither, publishing 
the same message of salvation. | 
That, for influence, thus thrown upon us, we are not the less 
responsible; that we may not venture to cast 1t from us, or to use 
it wastefully or carelessly is a truth, no Christian can doubt. 
While we hail, with true delight, the preaching of the Gospel by 
all of every name, that ‘ hold the Head, though they ‘ follow not . 
with ws, we are yet bound not to bury the talent of influence or of 
illumination our Lord has entrusted; and while the ignorant are 
perishing for lack of knowledge, we are not to turn away from 
| _ their cry, and transfer to others the supply of that destitution which 
| has directed to us its earliest appeal. We hold our place in the 
family of Christian effort, but by contributing our share to its 
cares, its toils and its sacrifices. Even the truth of the Gospel 
may become tarnished and powerless in our hands, if it remain 
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unermployed ; for truth itself may be made an idol, if dissevered 
from the love of the truth; and that love, which ‘ the truth as it is 
in Jesus’ produces, will lead to the energetic and the diligent, the - 
conscientious and the persevering dissemination, of that eternal 
verity which affords at the same time its continual nutriment and 
its mightiest weapon. | 
circumstances, therefore, of our country and of the Chris- 
tian world, there is an evident call addressing itself to the Baptists 
of the United States, to arise and build within the walls of their 
own Jerusalem. Not only are the circumstances of the field before 
them rich, in opportunities of good, but those of the past year have 
been full of encouragement to hope. The spirit which has vouch- 
safed such a measure of success to the mission in Burmah, seems 
working also its reflex influence upon the domestic charities and 
zeal of those churches in America, whose labours and prayers 
have gone forth to the aid of the heathen. In the revivals of reli- 
gion, wherewith God has favoured our own and other churches of 
Christ we read another most urgent incitement to larger exertions. 
In all that is thus said, of the wide and rich field of missionary 
labour in the West, it is not intended to palliate or to forget the 
fact, that in many-of the older states there exists in portions of the 
country a similar destitution, the more hopeless, as it has been 
more lasting and less involuntary; but which must be alike re- 
garded and supplied. ‘T’he only bounds to our efforts in this cause 
must be the limits of cur land and the cessation of ‘its spiritual 
wants. | 
The accompanying documents will Show, that influenced by 
the spiritual need, thus extensively prevailing, a large number of 
brethren from various parts of the UniomAformed in the city of 
New-York, in April last, an American Baptist Home Mission 
Society. Its constitution and officers, a sketch of its organization 
and subsequent proceedings, an outline of the plan of its operations, , 
and a view of its prospects of success, will also be found annexed. 
To these its Executive Committee would refer, while presenting 
their appeal to the Christians of this country, and more especially 
to those of theirown community. While they would dread and 
abjure the spirit of sectarianism,*which seeks merely to count the 
number of its proselytes, and is less anxious for the essence than 
the forms of Christianity, they recognize it-as their duty to dis- 
seminate, with all candour and kindness, their own views of Chris- 
tian doctrine and practice. _ In sight of the perishing multitudes 
around them, they would ask, first the prayers, and then the con- 
tributions, of those who seek the welfare of Zion. By every prin- 
ciple of enlightened patriotism and of. Christian devotion they 
would urge upon the attention of their brethren the duties which 
the movements of Providence seem unfolding before our churches. 
Yet, while looking to the intended scene of our immediate labours, 
we would declare that we claim no dominion over the faith of our 
western brethren, aud desire no authority but that of love; no 
influence, other than that which the partakers of one good hope 
and the partners in one grand enterprise claim to exercise, one over 
the other. Infringing not at all on the rights of any of the 
churches of our communion, and seeking to strengthen their hands © 
im every good work, we ask of them but to aid and allow the 
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| ty preaching of the. great salvation to thousands perishing in their 
| ignorance. | 
We trust, that the indirect fruits of a zealous pursuit of this 
| great object may prove many and priceless. ‘To bring into the 
labours of love, which our Foreign Missions present, the prayers, the 
i -- wealth, the influence and the hearts of our western brethren ; to 
| : superadd to the ties of a common discipline, the more lasting union 
of common sentiments and harmonious feeling; to substitute, for 
an external uniformity of practice in Christian ordinances, the 
ii internal “ unity of the spirit in the bond of peace;” to advance 
7 | Christian truth and Christian holiness, by seeking the favour of that 
“ God who is not the author of confusion, but of peace in all the 
charches of the saints;’ to inherit the promise, which assures 
| those who “devise liberal things’ that “ by liberal things they 
UG i | shall stand;” to bring our own beloved country more under the 
|. ‘' “dominion of Him, who alone can give wisdom to her counsels, 
if create “upon all her glory a defence,” and impart safety and dura- — 
i bility to her prosperity, are objects of no mean moment. Let us 
seek for all these in promoting the objects of the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society. Let the Christian into whose hands this 
sheet shall fall, srive his aid to this good design, not more by pe- 
cuniary contributions, than by the formation of auxiliary societies, 
the communication of intelligence and the interchange of sentiment; 
and, above all, by the communion of devout and fervent prayer, to 
the Father of Lights, the Prince of Peace, and the Spirit of Truth, 
that the light of salvation may, by means of this society, over the 
hole breadth of our land, “go forth as a lamp that burneth,’’ 
* that the peace of God may unite and bless all our churches and 
the whole. American Israel, and that the Word of ‘Truth may be 
-made each day, more and more, the means of sanctification to alk 
the elect of God. 


LIFE DIRECTORS, 
Constituted by the payment of One Hundred Dollars and upwards. 


Rev. Daniel Sharp, D. D., Boston, Mass., by his Church and Congregation: 
Howard M do. do. 


m, Oe 
James D. Knowles, | do. do. 
William Hague, ‘ do. do. 
Frederick A. Willard, Worcester, Mass. do. do. 


Nathaniel R. Cobb, Esq. Boston, Mass., by his own subscription. 
LIFE MEMBERS, 
Constituted by the payment of Thirty Dollars and upwards. 


Rev. John Chase, Brookfield, Mass., by his Church and Congregation. 
Thomas Barrett, Webster, Mass. do. do. 


Addison Parker, Southbridge, Mass. — do. do. 
Sturbridge, {ass., by their Church and Congregation. 
Jonathan Going, Worcester, Mass., by his late Church and Congregation: 
| Otis Converse, Grafton, Mass., by his Church and Congregation. — ‘ 
Joseph 'T. Binney, West Boylston, Mass. do. do. 
| John Green, Liecester, Mass. ; do. do. 
John Paine, Ward, Mass. _—s do. do. 


| | John P.’Turney, Fairfield, Conn., by Mrs. Lydia Sherwood. 
| Ose Mr. David R. Griggs, Boston, Mass., by his own subscription. 
| John B. Jones, Esq. do do do do. 
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_ BAPTIST ANNUAL REGISTER, 


‘ 
hy 


- The subscriber proposes to publish in November next, the first number of a 


> 


. ‘work under the above title, containing a statistical account of the Churches, Asso- 


ciations, Literary and’ Theological Insitutions; Missionary, Education, Tract 
and other benevolent Societies, connected with the denomination; to which wilf 
be added an Aumanac for 1833, prepared forseveral meridians, with other import- 


The Register will include the following: 
1. The statistics of each State separately, with a sammary view of the whole. 
2. The names, locations, and post offices of the Churches, Associations, Minis- 
ters, Deacons, Clerks, and pringipal members, with the additions, total number 

of members, and the times and places of Associational Meetings in 1833. 
3. The statistics of our literary and theological Institutions, State Conventjons, 
Sunday Schools; Missionary, Education, Tract, and other benevolent Societies. 


4. A brief account of the books, pamphlets, and periodicals, published by our — 


brethren, with their prices, and places of sale, if proper information be duly received. 


5. Obituary notices of those ministers, and other eminent persons who are re- e. 


moved by death from the time of one associational meeting to another. _—. 
6. An Appendix containing an account of the Baptists throughout the world, 
with some brief notices of other denominations. | 
Information proper for the Register is solicited ; and in giving it, correspondents 
are requested to forward their communications in season, to reach Philadelphia by 
the first of November next, and as much earlier as may be practicable. The NaMEs 
of pln and places should be written plainly. ‘ 
| uch important information can be collected by Clerks and others at the next 
associational meetings respecting the location and post offices of the churches and 
their principal members, which, with other facts proper to be inserted in the Regis- 


ter, can be published in the Minutes, or communicated to the subscriber by letter. — 


In case the printed Minutes cannot be forwarded in season, written communica- — 


tions are more particularly requested. 


It isto be hoped that our brethren will feel the importance of a more extensive dif- 


fusion of religious intelligence among the churches, and that they will not neglect to 


To make the work as valuable as possible, the publisher will employ an Agent 
a travel several thousand miles, in the Southern and Western States, to collect in- 


32> Communications should be addressed to IRA M. ALLEN, Philadelphia: | 


Philadelphia, May 25, 1832. , Bi. 
Orders for the Register may be addressed to the following Agents—John Gray, 
No. 4 Bowery, New York; Charles Pohlman, Albany; Dr, A. M’ Allister, Utica; 


Myron Strong, Rochester; Lincoln & Edmands, Boston; Gen. A. Richardson, 
_ | Portland, Me.; Fisk & Chase, Concord, N.H.; Preston Merryfield, Windsor, a 


R.C, Smith, Brandon, Vt.; R. CogsweJl, Salem, Mass. ; J. W. Dimock, Hartford, 


and Rev. Wm, Palmer, Norwich city, Ct.; John Green & Co. Pittsburg, Pa; 


Rev. 8. Cornelius, Alexandria, D. Dr. C. Va.; Rev. 
ev. J. 


Mastin, Au: usta, and George C. Shivers, Columbus, 


Wn. Laws, Modest Town, Accomac co. Va.; and . Taylor, Richmond, 
Va.; Rev.-J. F. Marshal, Columbia and Wm. Riley, Charleston..S. C.; Eli 

es Rev. Thomas Baines, 
Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Rev..J. M. Peck, Rock Spring, and John Russell, Esq., Bluff- 


dale, Hubbard’& Edmands, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Conpitions—The Register will be printed on good paper, and will contain from — 
| 


e price will be $1 a copy—$10 a dozen, or every sixth gratis. : 
It is expected that the work will be ready for subscribers ie the latter part of No- 


_ vember next, and can be sent by mail, if requested, to any part of the United 


States, the postage not exceeding 313 cts. 


It may, however, be found necessary to postpone the publication of the work, till — 


the latter_part of December, for the pu of obtaining returns from all the au- 
tumnal Associations, Conventions, &c. The number of copies published will be 
limited to the number of gubscribers. 


Subscribers’ Names. | Post-offices, 


aid in obtaining the desired information, and in promoting the general circulation — 
_ of the proposed work. ' 
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